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In order promptly and surely to overthrow the
favourite's influence, it was deemed expedient to
choose a new one for the place. Mile, de La Fay-
ette, though less beautiful than her rival,was attract-
ive in appearance and had a melancholy charm of
manner which might prove more pleasing to Louis
than the railleries of De Hautefort. The Bishop of
Limoges, Saint Simon, and various ladies joined in
the attempt to obtain for her the King's favour. It
may be said to their credit that in this endeavour
they knew they were not exposing the young girl's
virtue to any serious peril. Mile, de ,La .JFay.ette
was judiciously thrown in the King's way, and Jig
soon transferred his affection to her. She was well
fitted to excite and to keep the love of so peculiar a
temperament. Louis's melancholy in the great
place he held, his capricious and variable moods,
his periods of mental depression, which had either
amused or bored Mile, de Hautefort, excited a sin-
cere interest and sympathy in the mild and religious
character of her successor. She felt a strong attach-
ment for Louis, not as a king but as a man; he
found this personal attachment a new experience,
and into her ear he poured all the fulness of his
heart.

BujLJ^ieJIIai^ina^^                     that the change

of favourites had only increased his own peril.
MlIeT^cTeijLa Payefte_w.as....even, more indifferent tKan
herrpredecessor .to_

Richelieu tried to tempt her; to her pure and gentle
character his harsh rule seemed odious; her tender-
ness bled for a persecuted and oppressed Queen;odly passion.en. Theyet met atom she hated had but six
